98                           STRANGE VIGOUR
So the pacific reformer Kang had. the backing of the militaryJ
Chinese in America and with fife and drum drew all the Chinese
colony in Philadelphia to his mass-meeting, while the militant Sun
Yat-sen with no soldierly support left America almost unnoticed.
But Sun's year in America with its innumerable contacts with work-
ing Chinese took him a long way further in thinking out the details
of his programme for The Three Principles of the People.
THREE PRINCIPLES OF THE PEOPLE
On this second trip to Europe Sun almost certainly went first to
see the Candies in London. There is no record of the visit, but iti
is evident from Dr. Cantlie's writings and from Mrs. Cantlie's diary
that Sun never missed an opportunity to call at 46 Devonshire Street
when he was in England,
It was sixteen years since the young student, Mr. Sun Yat-sen,
accompanied Dr. and Mrs. Cantlie on their visits to leper colonies
and there was now such intimacy between them that Sun confided
to the Cantlies details of his revolutionary plans which he does not
seem to have mentioned to anyone else. It was a good safety-valve
to talk to these trustworthy Engjish Mends, who knew something
of Chinese life, respected and admired the Chinese people and, yet,
who had no present concern in Chinese affairs.
During the first years of the new century an increasing number
of young Chinese obtained grants from the Manchu government to
study abroad. By far the largest number went to Japan, but whereas
Sun found no students in Europe in 1896 he now found a few in
Englaad, Germany, France and Belgium.
To a gathering of students in Brussels in the year 1905 Sun made
has first public speech on The Three Principles of the People. Now,
after almost forty years, The Three Principles are the political blue-
print of one-fifth of the whole human race and many millions of
Chinese are familiar with the policy outlined by the little revolu-
tionist doctor on that Brussels platform. It will be necessary later
to took more closely at the details of Hie Three Principles in the
final fona laid down by Sun Yat-sen. Now we need only consider
how Sim came to formulate the policy and its general shape.
Sim bad kmg since made up his mind that if China was to survive
as an independent country (and some of her independence was lost
already) tbe comipt Maoctiu government must go. He rejected the